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Shrabani Basu is a journalist and Sunday Times best-
selling author. Her books include the critically
acclaimed The Mystery of the Parsee Lawyer: Arthur
Conan Doyle, George Edalji and the Foreigner in the
English Village, For King and Another Country:
Indian Soldiers on the Western Front 1914-18, Victoria
& Abdul: The True Story of the Queen’s Closest
Confidant (now a major Oscar-nominated motion
picture starring Dame Judi Dench and Ali Fazal), Spy
Princess: The Life of Noor Inayat Khan, and Curry:
The Story of the Nation’s Favourite Dish.
 
She is the founder and chair of the Noor Inayat Khan
Memorial Trust which campaigned for a memorial for
the World War II heroine in London. It was unveiled
by Princess Anne in 2012. 

Shrabani is a frequent commentator on radio and
television on Indian history and Empire.
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The relationship between the elderly queen and her
Indian servant caused a storm in court, recorded
faithfully by her Royal physician, Sir James Reid,
who was often caught at the centre of it. Karim
taught the Queen Hindustani, cooked her curries
and inspired the creation of the Durbar Hall in
Osborne House. It incensed the Royal Household
who resented Karim’s closeness to the Queen.

Shrabani Basu had full access to Queen Victoria’s
Journals at Windsor Castle as well as her Hindustani
Journals, which have never been published. She
travelled to visit the descendants of Sir James Reid
in Jedburgh in Scotland, and read his diaries and
journals. In Karachi, she tracked the diary of Abdul
Karim which had not been opened for over a
hundred years.

The talk will focus on the unique relationship of
Queen Victoria and Abdul Karim and take a look at
the plots and intrigues in the court to discredit him
as well as the key role played her doctor, Sir James
Reid.
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In 1887, a young Indian
arrived at Queen
Victoria’s court for her
Golden Jubilee to serve
at table. Within a year
the tall, handsome
Abdul Karim was
promoted to the role of
her Munshi, or teacher
and became her Indian
secretary. 

"the past is always with us"


